* the cables with the operating head

+ Congress, under which the -éabls syn-
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CABLE L LINES PLACED |

UNDER 0. §. COMBINE

Burleson Isa‘uos Order and Ap-
points George (. Ward as
Director.

MACKAY PROTESTS ACT

Officials of Commercial Com-
pany Deny Need of Almaga-
mation and Refer to Suit.

Acting I accordancs with the
powers which he considers to have
been veated in him by Congress for
the control of telegraph and eable
lines during the war Postmaster-Oen-
eral Burleson directed yesterday the
amalgamation of the marine cable
system of the Weatern Union Tele- |
graph Company and the Commercial |

Cahls Company, naming as director | s——

of both George G. Ward, vice-presi-
dent and genernl manager of the Com-
mercial company.

Mr. Burleson's order was femued
only a few hours after the Commer-
enl company had filed gult In the
United States District Court here ask-
ing that the Government be enjoined
from taking over (ta system, the com-
pany through Charles B, Hughes, it
eounsel, claiming that “the seizure of
the marine cable system of the com-
pany by the Government was and Is
fllegal, void and uitra vires.” :

Mr, Ward in o statement last night
®ays it will be Impossibla for him to
accept the cable directorship.

It was understood also In Washing-
ton yesterday that Mr. Burleson had
In contemplation a unification as well:
of telegraph llnes and that ha might
direct the consolidation of the lines
of the Western Undon and Postal Tel-
ograph companies to-day or In a few
@ays. The telegraph lines, it {s un-
derstood. will be placed under the

charge of the managing officer of the
Western Union,

Burleson Notifies Mackay.

Mr. Burleson’s declsion In regard to
the cable lines was announced by him
in the following message to Clarence
H. Mackay, president of the Commer-
elal company;

“The interests of the public service
during the present EMErgency neces-
sitate the unification in operation to
the fullest extent possible of the cable
systems leading from this country to
Europe 8o that the full capacity of all
the cables may be made avallable to
the public and the press. It {s mani-
fest that this can only be accom-
plished through the operation of the
two systems under one management.
T have made a survey of the situation
and am satisfled that the object sought
€an best be accomplished by placing

of the Commerclal Cable Company.
“I therefore direct so far as I am
Authorized by the foint resolftion ‘of |

tems ara now controlléd by the Gov-
ernment of the United States, that
Mr. George G. Whard, vice-president
of the Comme+ial Cable Company and
who I understand has direct charge
of your cable eystem, assume the man-
agement and operation of both the
commercial cable system and the cable
system operated by the Western
Unlon Telegraph Company.

“1 trust that I will have the hearty
cooperation of the ofMclals of both
eahbla eystems In carrying out these
directions,

“I am sending a copy of thia letter
to Mr. Whard, also to Mr. Newcomb
Carlton, president of ths Western
Unlon Telegraph Company.”

Mackay and Ward Protewt,

The fesllng of Mr, Mackay and Mr.
Ward as to thd necessity and ad-
visability of the Postmaster-Ceneral's
order wns made clear in a letter sent
to Mr. Burleson last night by Mr.
Mackny, and in a statement {ssued
by Mr. Ward as soon as he had heard
from Mr, Burleson. Mr, Muackay
wraote: L

“In answer to your letter to me of
to-day, which has been given to the|
newspapera, | beg to say that the most
axpert cable advice that I have been
able to get convinces me that better
work can be done by a continuance of
the present separate management of
thes two cable companies than by an
attempt to amalgamate two plants
which have been operated separately
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proclamation, in a manner that will
cause the Commercial company* to lose
its identity. It Is alleged that the
affairs of both compasies_would be-
come 8o Intermingled that separation
would be a hopeless undertaking, The
allegations in this regard follow:

“That the separate identity, business
and good will of your orator will dis-
appear, 80 that your orator may be
forced or persuaded to abandon com-
patition hereafter and acqulesce in de-
fendant's plans for CGovernment
ownership of the same, or an amalga-
mation of all cables in the Atiantic
Ocean. That defendant has called In
ua assistant and adviser Theodore N.
Vall, president of the American Tele~
phone and Telegraph Company, to
work out a plan for a "universal wire
service," Including all wire communi-
cations of the U'nited Btates, namely,
cables, telegraph lines and telephone
lines. That all this Is and would® be In
vioiation of the anti-trust act of Con-
gress of July 2, 1830, which applles In
full force to defendant as well as your
orator, now that the war has ter--
minated.” :

Affects Pacifiec Ocean Cables,

The complalnt contalns much that
fs In answer to statements in ex-
planation for the Government, It has
been sald that the approaching peace
conference und President Wilson's ab-
#tnce in Europe make necessary unifi-
eatlon of the cable systems and Gov-
ernment control. The company asks if
this emergency also required the selzs-
ure of lines In the Pacific Ocean and
to Bouth Ameriea

“The transmission of cablegrama for
the next few months between America
and Europe dld not and does not
Justify the pelzing of 10,000 milea of
cable from San Francisco to China,
Japan and the Phllippines,” it s da-
clared, “nor the selzing of two cables
from New York to Panama, thence
down the west coast of South America,
thence over the mountalns to the Are
gontine repuhlle; nor tha eelzing of
cables to Cuba and Mexico; nor the
welzing of thirteen cables across the
Atlantic.  All of =ald thirteen cables
bave been and are devotsd first to the
tranamission of Governmeon! measages
relative to peace negotiations or any
other Government business, press mos-
siges and commercial mesrages, and
the eeizing of sald thirteen cables by
the Government does not facllitate or
better in the eiightest degree the trans.
mlssion of Government peace messages
or any other messages,

Company Not Consulted,

“Your omtor was not consulted as
to the necessily or even advisablility
of sald seizure of sald cables, although
your orator could have glven more
compatent expert advice on that sub-
Ject than any one else conversant with
cable affalrs™

The company challenges the asser-
tion In the Fresldent's proclamation
that the national security and defence
makes gelzure of cable lines nocessary.
It asserts that natlonal security was

| attalned with the signing of the armi-

stice.

"“The welrure of said cables on the
ground that they were or are neces-
sary for the national security or de-
fence was and (8 a mere pretext with-
out substance or tosls of fmct what-
eoover,” the compluint asserts. “Ever

and succeasfully for so many years,

"As you doublless are aware, the|
Commercial Cable Company to- day|
has filed a bill in equity in the United
Btates Court in this city to prevent
Just such an amalgamation, and I am
easured that the best {nterests of the |
pulilie will be sdvanced instead of re-
tarded If no such amalgamation takes
piace.”

Ward'a statement was to the
effect that he could not accept the!
dlrectorship offered him. He sald:

“Nothing can be gained by attempt-
Ing to operiate these two companies
ar one. The cables of both companies
are already taxed to thelr utmost and
single management of the two could
not possibly put any more buslnml
over them than at presssd, and I
think It very desimble to keep up the
present competition,

"Moreover, the Commercial Cable |
Company, of which I am general man-
ager, filad a bill In equity to-day In
the United States Court here In New
York to enjoln the Postmaster-Gen-
eral from doing thls very thing which
hs wishes me now to become a party
to and of courss T cannot do that. The
proper and best way In to leave the
two companies ns they are and let
them go on about thelr buainess and
pot try to operats them ans one.”

SWEETSER MADE MAGISTRATE.

Appeoints Organisntion
Demoernt to OMee.

Mayor Hylan yesterday appointed

Mayor

Willlam A. Swealser of 281 E_'ﬂld.
way n clty Muglstrate, to fill the Lerm
of Magistrate Charles N. ‘Harris
which ernda on Juna 30 next. Mag-
trate Horrs was also reappointed to
muceeed Magiatrate Charles W. Ap-
pleton, resigned, for the term expirs
Ing Juno 20, 1022, s
Moglstrato Bweotser llves at 183
Wosy, Elghty-eighith utreet. He Is ab

| chearfully complied with by your ora-

pince the United Etutes entered the

present war the American ends of sald
marine cables af your orator have been
(and atill are under the gbsoclute con-
trol of the officials of the Government
and particularly the control of the
Director of Naval Communications,
and nothing has bheen done by your
orator relative to the operation of sald
cable lines without tho knowledge and
approval of sald Director of Naval
Communications,

All Demands Met Promptly.

"A mont rigld cenmorship was extabe
lished by the Government over your

| orator's cahbles, and your orator 'hu:

heartlly cooperated In sald censorship, |
All the démands and even requests of
the Government on your orator In be-
half of the national security and de-
fence have been promptly, fully and

tor, notably a request on Octnher 20

Two helghts ina
smart roll front slqu

COLLARS

hove — exclusively -
Linocord Lidreakabie Dultmiboke

GLO.RIDE & CO.Masars, TROY, WY,

orgunlzation Demourat,

oS

1918, by the Etate Department that
your orator plase at the disposal of
that department and the Presldent a
spacial cable across ths Atlantic so
that there might Se lastantaneous
communication between the Govern*
ment at Washington and ita Amerl-
ocan representiatives at Paris.”

The company declares that tha
power of fixing compensation vested
in the President by Congress will ba
exercined by his FPostmaster-General
and adds: "“The determination of your
orator's compensation will thus be left
to the arbitrary caprice and preju-
diced mind of defendant, who Ia Inter-
ested personally and oMiclally in give
ing an unfair and unreasonably low,
insufMiclent and inadequate compensa-
tion te your orator, because the less
he glvea your arator the more he Keepa
for the Government to its profit at
your orator's expense and to the per-
sonnl renown of defendant; that for
many yeara last past the defendant
ns Postmaster-Ceneral has advocated
Government ownership of telegraphas
and cables and that defendant s not
an impartial tribunal to determine the
compertsation, operation, competition
and polley of complalnant Iin regard
to its sald system of marine cables™

Wonld Aveld Court of Olaima.
The complainant akserts that Its

right to appenl to the Court of Clalms o

from the awardes of the Postmaster-
General |s an illusory one in the ab.
sence of provision for the setting aside
of a sum sufMclent to pay a judg-
ment obtalned in that court. Such a
fudement would have to be pald by
A Congression® appropriation, which
eannot be forced

Tt cites a cane In which one of the
eables of ‘a subaidiary was cut by a
United States warehip in 1007. Tha
Court of Claims gave the company a
judement for $35000 In 1018. This
Judement has not heen pald.

The company cites facts connected
with the seizure of the land lines of
the Postal Telegraph system, with
which It f{e Intimately connected, In
support of Its contention that the pro-
cesding directed agalnst it threatens
to be confiscatory, In violation of ea-
tablished principles of law. It s as-
serted that although the Postal com-
pany mads a profit of $4.269.647 In
1817, the Postmaster-General nwarded
it $1,680,000 as compensation for seiz-
ure, this figure being 6 per cent. of
$28,00,000, the physical wvaluation of
the plant made by a committee.

This compenaation is alleged to have
been fixed without a correct method
of appraisal and without any allow-
ance for earning power,

The complaint was flled late yes-
terday afternoon. It asks that a sub-
paena Issue L0 compel the Postmaster.
General to appear to answer and show
cause why & temporary (njunction
should not be {ssued against him on a
day to be fixed by the court

100 OFFICERS ARE
RELEASED AT UPTON

Many New York Me~ Re-
cecive Discharges.

Special Despatch to Tun Bus,

Caxr Urron, Dec., 4—One hundred
officers, the first to be released from
the service here under the general de-
mobllization, recelved honorable dis-
charges to-day from Col. A, B, Sloan,
the camp commander. They left for
thelr homes on the evenlig trains,
The majority were attached to the
depot brigade, among them being Ma-
Jor Theodors Berdell, 111 Broadway,
New Tork, commander of the Becond
Development Battalion, and Major
Arthur Dubois, 901 Lexington avenue,
New York, commander of the Second
Battallon. Among others discharged
were:

New York—Lileuts, H. P, Sturges,
116 East Thirty-sixth street; Alex-
ander A. Cremer, 3681 Broadway: R,
M, Noasley, 1 Madison avenue:; V. J,
Vitelll, 71 Nassau street; W. R Ed-
wards, 30 Vermllyena avenue; Pater A.
Carroll, 285 East 161st atreet,

Brooklyn—Lieuts, C. W. Banner,
416 Clinton avenus; Walter T. Millar,
295 Logan street; Frank E. Wellers-
lick, 112 Nicholls avenue; 8. Traina,
286 Backett street; Maxwell F. Law-
ton, 2255 Elghty-third street; Milton
B. Beck, 6817 Twelfth street.

PORTO RICO ASKS AUTONOMY.

Memorial Presldent 'Wilson
Submitied in Legislatare,

Ban Juan, Porto Rico, Dea, 4—A
resolution was introduced in the lower
House of the Legialature at a special
session to-day requesting the United
Etates to grant complete self-govern-
ment to Porto Rlco,

A memorial to President Wilson
aaking this boon also was put before
the House. Both documents express
the bellef that the Porto Ricans have
demonstrated thelr capacity for self-
government, n right which always has
been denled them.

Woman Killed by Subway Trala.

A woman belleved to be Mre L. J.
Tow of 20 Baker street, Bchenectady,

fell beneath an express traln ot the|
Elghty-sixth station in the Lexington |
avenue subway and was killed just!

ifter £ o'clock last evening, The nama
was oblidned from a department store

sales slip found In the woman's hand- |

big. Uptown traffic was tied up for
half an hour before the body could
he removed,

—_—
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"HARVARD PRESIDENT
RISKED LIFE FOR DOG

Dr. Lowell Feught Bull to
Save His Pet Pup.

Bpectal Deapateh to Tolh Bur,

" Cammmipan, Mass., Des, 4—All Har-
Yord University Is wkmn of President
Lowell's risking his Iife to rescue hix
pet apaniel Goblin from an angry bull

¢ mtory has just become public as
the reault of explanations mccounting
for the appearance of a successor to
Goblin as Dr, Lowell's pal. Prealdent
Lowell was striding through Boylston
#treet with the pup when a herd of
calle bound to the atock yards In
EBrigton passed. A bull edged out of
the herd and before the herders could

pup escaped the MArst rush. Then
President Lowell went into action,

Bhouting to engage the bull's atten-
tlon he struck the animal on the nose
with his walking stick as fast as he
could wield the cane, Mr, Bull, short-
Ing, backed Into the herd and the pup
was safe.

Goblin, who went everywhoere with
Dr. Lowell, even Intruding into faculty
meetings, was run over by an autoé
moblle last summer. Recently Dr,
Lowell decided to get another spaniel
Bo Phantom, as he calls the new dog,
ls learning Presldent Lowell's route,

Franee Demohbilises Reservea.

Panta, Dec, 4—The Government has
tnken all necessury measirea to In-
sure the demobilization of all classes of
the territorial reserves bofore the end
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